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FRUIT THAT WILL LAST 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 15:9-17 

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 

commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my 

joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you 

servants,[a] for the servant[b] does not know what his master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love 

one another. 

 

On this Mother’s Day, I’m thinking about a particular mother. She’s a character in a 

short story written by Tillie Olsen. Now, what you have to know is that Tillie Olsen herself 

was quite a character. She was born in Nebraska to immigrants, Russian Jewish 

immigrants. They were impoverished. So, even though 15-year-old Tillie dreamed of 

one day becoming a writer, she dropped out of high school. She got a job to help 

provide for the family. That was in 1932. Throughout the ’30’s, ’40’s, and ’50’s, she took 

various jobs as a waitress, a maid, and a meat trimmer in a packinghouse, to provide 

for her two children.  
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In 1961, she had her first book published, a set of four short stories, one of which won 

the O. Henry prize that year for best American short story. But one of the other stories 

was about a mother and her daughter, Emily. A note has been sent home from Emily’s 

school. It says Emily is a slow learner. Emily’s mother thinks about the note as she stands 

over her ironing board ironing. She remembers how her husband abandoned them 

when Emily was only eight months old. She remembers the poverty in which she raised 

Emily, all the hours she had to send Emily to stay with other people who didn’t love 

Emily, while she tried to hold down a job.  As she moves her iron back and forth on the 

ironing board, she thinks that Emily has too much going against her, the scars are too 

deep, and nothing can be done for her. She begins to cry and amid her sobs she 

prays: “Help Emily to know that she is more than a dress on the ironing board, helpless 

before the iron.”  

 

Emily’s mother, like so many mothers, wants a better life for her child than the one she 

has had. She wants her daughter to have a good life, a happy life, a life of 

significance, a life in which she has choices.  

 

Jesus wants something similar to that for His followers. He says, “This is to My Father’s 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples…go and bear 

fruit – fruit that will last.” John 15:8, 16) Is Jesus talking about a small amount of fruit? Or, 

is He talking about the kind of fruit the spies brought back with them from the land of 

Canaan? “Much fruit,” Jesus says. He’s talking about a good life, a productive life, a 

life of significance, a life that amounts to more than a hill of beans.    

 

We have been taught that such a life is about choices. No matter how Lutheran we 

may be, no matter how opposed we are to decision theology, we still believe in 

choices. It’s so important to have choices, to be in a position to have choices. And 

then it’s important to make the right choices. Like Emily’s mother, we want our children 

to have choices. And then we want them to make good choices, to work hard and to 

choose to be positive, to choose joy over frustration, to choose joy over hopelessness. 

We want our children to choose fruit that will last, to do the kind of work that will last. 

We want our children to choose to bear much fruit, to choose for themselves a life of 

significance.  
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Perhaps what we forget to teach our children, what our parents may have forgotten 

to teach us, is that we humans are notorious for not choosing what is significant. We 

are notoriously bad at choosing what will not last. Humans pour their lives into pursuing 

success and careers and cars and homes, as well as happiness. Are these things 

significant? They certainly do not last. Buildings, even ones as beautiful as this one, do 

not last. Nations will not last, no matter how righteous we try to make them. But we 

humans are notorious for seeing these things as significant and for holding onto them 

as if they’ll last forever. So, if it is up to us to make the right choices, if it’s up to our 

children to make good choices, if it’s up to us humans to choose what is significant, to 

choose what will last, to choose a life of significance, then we are lost. We simply don’t 

do it.  

 

Jesus does not teach us we must choose a life of significance. When Jesus speaks to us 

about bearing fruit that will last, He begins with these words: “You did not choose Me, 

but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” 

“The Lord chose you” for a life of significance. Think about the twelve spies. They went 

to Canaan to investigate the land. Then, they came back with the news that the land 

was fruitful and good. Those twelve men did not choose that mission. They were 

chosen by Moses. And the Lord chose you for a life of significance.  

 

“And appointed you to go and bear fruit.” In other words, the Lord has plans to use 

you to do some significant things. The words “appointed you” call to mind the words of 

Ephesians 2: “You are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God has prepared in advance for you to do.” The significant things God has 

planned for you to do, that He has appointed you to do, are already prepared. In 

advance. For you.  

 

Are you taking this personally yet? Twenty times in John 15:9-17 Jesus uses the word 

“you.” He loves you. He laid down His life for you. He chose you to bear fruit that will 

last.  
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Now, we all know how perishable fruit is. Berries and bananas and grapes do not last 

very long after they’re picked. Even oranges and apples though refrigerated will 

eventually go bad. So, what kind of strange fruit is Jesus talking about that lasts? 

Picture how a vine has branches. The thin branches are attached to the vine. How do 

we know they’re attached?  We know because they haven’t turned brown. The 

branch is not merely tied onto the vine. In that case, it would be brown. But the 

branch is alive and green, because it is attached to the vine. Now, think of what kind 

of vine you are attached to. You are attached to no ordinary vine, so the fruit He 

produces through you is no ordinary orange or apple. You are attached to The Vine, 

Jesus Christ, because He chose you. Having been raised from the dead, He will never 

die again. So, the fruit He produces in you will never die.  

 

It will last. It is your love towards others, your acts of sacrificial kindness and your words 

of compassion and your tender witness to Jesus Christ as Savior. That’s what will last. 

That’s what the Holy Spirit is using to raise others to faith in Jesus, faith unto life 

everlasting: your sacrifice, your love, and your witness. That’s what a life of significance 

consists of.  

 

Yet, it’s not the kind of life you consistently choose. He chose you. He chose you to 

have this kind of life. He chose you to bear this kind of fruit, and He has already 

prepared it in advance for you. This life of significance simply flows from Him to you like 

a transfusion, like an intravenous drip from Vine to branch. So that you may sing: “The 

lives that my life touches, however great or small. Let them through me see Jesus, who 

died to save us all.”    

 

Amen 

  


